Workshop Outlines I

Workshop – Sonlight Curriculum Working Outline 

1. Who I Am (5 min) 

· Years of Homeschooling/ Experience 

· How I found Sonlight 

· Why I Am Sharing 

2. What Sonlight Is (10 min) 

· Literature-based 

· Missions/World oriented 

· History (His Story) focused/Integrated Learning 

· Flexible/Complete 

· Cost Effective 

3. How Sonlight Works – “A Day in the Life” (20 min) 

· First child/one child starting from beginning 

· Two children/two levels 

· Two or more children combining levels 

· “Where do I start?” 

4. Question and Answer Session (10 min) 

Rationale 

1. I want to tell the people who attend why I am speaking about the curriculum/company. I think it is important to know that I am just a homeschooling mom who found something that suited my family, and that I am sharing because I am excited about how Sonlight’s curriculum has shaped our homeschooling experience. 

2. I would explain where Sonlight falls on the continuum of types/styles of curriculums, what its strong points are, and what type of thinking led to the development of this curriculum. 

3. For each scenario I would ask the people to imagine themselves in the situation I would describe. They would think about how this sounds, whether it seems like the kind of homeschooling experience they imagined they would want. (Does it resonate with you? Can you see yourself in this situation?) If they CAN, then they are ready to think about how to start. This would include reading through the catalog carefully, looking at whether or not to combine kids, planning where to start in the levels, visiting the booth for further help,etc. 

4. Hopefully I could address some of their questions at this point to save time at the table. If I am not asked a lot of questions, I will go over some of the frequently asked questions myself. 

--Kate 



Warm-up: Divide room in half, tell them that one side will do workbooks about the Revolutionary War with Laura and I will read the exciting story of Paul Revere, as told by his horse to the other side of the room. Then we will report back what we learned after half of an hour. Anybody want to change sides? ( Usually about 90% of those on the workbook side raise their hands, no one on the story side does.) 

Laura says, "We used to have our children on My side of the room, now we have them on Jill's side, and we want to share with you how this has revolutionized our homeschool." 

We also have over heads of a picture of the perfect homeschool, and then how ours looked (a line drawing of a woman with her hair standing on end) and other humerous "cartoons." 

I. INTRODUCTION 
1. Jill 5 kids, 11 years of homeschool 

· Used textbooks and workbooks, kids separate 

· Created own unit studies, 9th grade, 7, 5, 1, preschool, year almost killed me 

· Studied all new catalogs 

· many unused books 

· frustrated 

· Sonlight gave me best of both, families who love learning together 

2. Laura 3 kids, 8 years of homeschool 

· three sets of workbooks 

· Grouchy, no joy in homeschool 

· Saw Jill being happy, not frustrated, asked why 

· Sonlight philosophy, ordered, joy is back 

II. OVERHEAD OF 5TH YEAR, EXPLAIN IG AND HOW IT WORKS 
1. Map and timeline 

2. harmonizing multi-aged children 

· how to choose level 

· how to pace the work 

III. A DAY AT MY HOUSE 
1. cup of tea, comfy chair, basket of books 

2. Start with Bible 

3. history, Read Aloud, together 

4. Science, Map, Timeline together 

5. Table work, experiments 

· Language arts, explained 

· Science explained, science in a bag 

· Math options 

IV. QUESTIONS (Pass out catalogs) 

Catchy phrases to toss out: 

 Education is the kindling of a love for learning, not the filling of a bucket. 
 Rediscover the joy of curling up with a good book 
 Great for your kids, great for you 
 For Families who love learning together 
 We wanted a "Norman Rockwell" family, and with Sonlight and a cup of cocoa, we feel like we have arrived. 
 Curriculum written by and for homeschoolers, come along side to help you. 
 More time to be a mom. Record Keeping made easy. </li 

 Cost effective, multiple children use same history, geography, Bible, literature, language arts and science. 
 Gives your children a love for God's people, worldwide. 
--Jill
