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Title: The Thinking Toolbox


Reviewer: Brenda Robbins





PRODUCT AUTHOR OR PUBLISHER: Bluedorn, The Thinking Toolbox


 PRICE: $22.00 #EN050





APPROPRIATE AGE RANGE OR READING LEVEL: The back of the book says ages 13 through adult.  I've read it aloud so as to include my 6th grade son (11-12) this year. My 10th grade daughter has had no trouble understanding and absorbing all of the lessons.  My 6th grade son has been able to grasp most of it and can usually answer the questions, though some is a challenge for him. My 5- 6 year old has listened in with varying levels of interest.  She's allowed to go do something else if she prefers, but has often stayed and has understood more than I expected her to!





What is included in this product?  Just the book





Any special requirements necessary for using/teaching this product:


No prior knowledge required of the parent...all the answers to the exercises are provided in the back of the book.  For a student to do this book well on an independent level, the suggested age rage of 13+ is probably pretty accurate.  However, younger students can gain a lot from this book if done together with a parent and/or an older student.





Give a 4-5 sentence description (or bullet points) of the goals or concepts this product teaches …


(From the back cover)  This book is like a toolbox--full of all kinds of tools you can use for different thinking tasks:  When is it dumb to argue?  Using the Scientific Method, Five rules of brainstorming, who has a reason to lie?  Analyzing opposing viewpoints, analyzing evidence and sources, learning to list reasons why you believe something.





How do you fit this into a school day/how do you schedule this product:   The book has a total of 35 lessons--perfect to make it last an entire school year.  Every Friday I read aloud one lesson to my 6th grade son and 10th grade daughter, and then we go over the exercises orally as well.  One time I did have them do a chart of some sort so I'd have something to put into their portfolio, but generally I just prefer to do it orally.





How much parental involvement?  How much student time required at each session?


I'd say that reading each lesson aloud as I do takes us about 15-25 minutes.  Obviously the way I use it requires a greater level of my involvement, but I wanted something that my two oldest children could do together.  If a student did the reading independently and answered the questions on paper, then the parental involvement would be to check the student's work--perhaps 10 minutes?  I would think that if a student did this on their own, reading the material would take about 10-15 minutes with about 30 minutes or so required for doing the exercises.





Name two or three things you feel it is important for customers to know about this product before they purchase? It's not a full-blown logic course.  It is, however, a fun and painless way to whet your child's appetite for logic.  It provides a good layman's level of basic understanding of principles for logical thinking, which I think would benefit any student!





Reviewer’s Notes This book is a fun read!  The book is written in an entertaining way that often leaves us laughing.  Though it is a sequel of sorts to The Fallacy Detective, I don't see that TFD is a prerequisite to grasping the material in this product.


 

















