Marketing Email Series: "Time Payments"
Message #1 of 2: Announcing new (easier, more flexible) Time Payment options!

Subject line:		Feeling the economic pinch? Sonlight's new, easier payment options may help...
Alternate subject line:	Homeschool with Sonlight: invest in your family AND stimulate the economy at the same time!


How can a lifetime investment in your family also "stimulate the economy?"

Dear {FIRSTNAME Homeschool Friend},

Hello! I hope you are enjoying an exciting year of discovery in your homeschool journey. My wife and I just finished doing Sonlight Newcomer™ K with our 5-year-old son. We had a great time together. Now, something else is happening that helps us get ready for his second year of homeschool...

Many employees here at Sonlight are getting a little economic "boost" from our government this tax season. We all want to use our extra money carefully and wisely—and with today's soaring fuel and food prices, I realize you probably feel the same. If you receive a tax rebate, this may be the perfect time to consider the benefits of "investing" in your children's education this school year.


"Sonlight is worth every penny—we even purchased when my husband was out of work.
"I've homeschooled a long time, most of those years with Sonlight. I am totally convinced: the education my kids receive with Sonlight is one of the best preparations, not just for college but for real life, that we can give them."
—Kathy in OK, February 2007


If you aren't expecting a tax refund or rebate check (or you don't think yours will be enough to cover all the materials you may need), then perhaps you may find help in Sonlight's budget-stretching Time Payment option. In response to our economy's recent struggles, we've made four significant changes I hope can help you even further:

1. Your minimum order total is lower, by over $100.
Until now, your order had to be at least $500.00 to qualify for our Time Payment option. Now you can select Time Payments for any order as low as $399. That means that no less than 27 of Sonlight's complete programs automatically qualify (seven of our Sonlight Newcomer™ packages and 20 Sonlight Core programs).

2. Your down payment is lower, too—by over eight percent.
Before now, we charged one-third down (plus a one-time 5.99% service fee) for all new Time Payment orders. Today you can pay less up front for everything you need for your school year. Pay just 25% of your order total plus the fee—that's as little as $105.73 down. And for the remaining six monthly payments, by the way, you pay NO additional fees or interest. None.

3. Plus, now you can choose how much time you'd like to take.
Need a bit more time to pay for a large order? Or maybe a bit less to pay for a smaller program? My example above is based on our time-tested six month option. But now, you can also select to make ten payments over nine months (the one-time fee is 8.99%) or take just three months to budget your purchase across four payments (for a one-time 2.99% fee).

4. We've even dropped the minimum qualifying credit score...
Honestly, we just don't think of you as a great risk. As a community, homeschoolers like you have overwhelmingly proven to be faithful and trustworthy. We want you to feel rewarded as "part of the family." And remember, Sonlight's Time Payment option is NOT a revolving credit account, designed to drag you down. Just a tool we hope can help you budget school costs so they don't hit you all at once.

For example—let's say you decide to teach your children this year with one of Sonlight's complete Core or Newcomer™ programs, and you choose to purchase Sonlight Core 3, 5-Day with Regular Readers (item #3CR5): Not only do you automatically take 10% off the full price of $446.09 (see my P.S. below for more on Sonlighter Club member discounts), you don't need to pay $401.48 all at once—with Sonlight's Time Payment option, you pay just $106.38 down. Then, 30 days later, we'll charge your credit card for the first monthly payment ($53.19 if you choose the six-month plan).

My point is this: While you take your time putting your new Sonlight Core 3 to the ultimate test—in your own home—you also take your time paying for all those materials.

Like Sonlight's founders and owners, John and Sarita Holzmann, I believe that the true value of this curriculum is not in discounts that can save you money, or services like Time Payments that can make your budget easier to manage. I am convinced that the greatest "payoff" your family will see is in how Sonlight can enrich your lives: As you learn together with your children, you're teaching them to become "life-long learners." As you all grow closer to each other, you'll watch your children become people of character.

And though not every day can be "sunshine and smiles," you may find that a Sonlight education is truly priceless.

As you consider how to guide your family through the economic turbulence of our day, I invite you—as John Holzmann encouraged me a few days ago—to "take the long view" on what is truly a worthy investment. Could homeschooling with Sonlight be, for you, worth far more than face value? I can now answer "yes" for my own family, but not for yours. 

Here's where you can find the right Sonlight programs for your family.

It's an ironic debate. Our government criticizes most Americans for not doing enough to save for the future—and we don't—but now, when they give us a little something, the very last thing they want us to do is "invest." We're supposed to go out and spend our tax rebates on goods and services. Why not do both!

Gas and groceries are vital, it's true, but they can't last. What you teach your children this year, on the other hand, will pay dividends for the rest of their lives... and yours.

I'm honored, personally, to serve you and many thousands of homeschool families who treat the idea of resource stewardship earnestly. Thank you for your interest in Sonlight Curriculum.

Sincerely,

Tim Heil
Marketing Manager


P.S. Whether you opt to budget your Sonlight purchase over six months or not, you can still save quite a few precious budget dollars when you buy any complete Sonlight Core or Newcomer™ program (versus buying those same items separately, either from us or elsewhere). First, there's your up-front 10% Sonlighter Club member discount, as I mentioned earlier. Not just on your program, but on everything you order for one full year. Add free shipping (to the continental US and Canada), also on every order you place for one year. Then take a long two-year membership in Sonlight's Internet Forums and subscription to the email newsletter, "A Beam of Sonlight." Using my earlier Core 3 example (without the shipping discounts), that's over $119.00 in extra value.

P.P.S. And don't forget: You will discover Sonlight to be "the way you wish you'd been taught. Guaranteed." Or we will gladly take back your entire program and refund 100% of your purchase price.

