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Title: Thinkwell Math--Precalculus and Calculus


Reviewer: Jill Evely








PRODUCT AUTHOR OR PUBLISHER: Thinkwell with Professor Edward Burger


PRICE: Pre-Calculus Complete-$99.99, w/o workbook $83.99---Calculus Complete-$112.99, w/o work book $99.99 This program qualifies for Sonlighter Club discounts





APPROPRIATE AGE RANGE OR READING LEVEL: High school students who have finished Algebra 2





What is included in this product?  CD-ROM Tutorials, printed workbook, 1 year on line access-


The 1 year subscription may be delayed until customers are ready to start program-so they can buy now, and activate when school starts





Any special requirements necessary for using/teaching this product: Computer, either MAC or Windows. Web access is preferable, but with the hardcopy resources, this course can be completed with no online access.





Give a 4-5 sentence description (or bullet points) of the goals or concepts this product teaches …


More than 120 CD-ROM based video tutorials that are easy to understand, have dynamic animations, etc.


There are thousands of interactive exercise questions (good for quizzes)—complete with immediate feedback and explanations—all available on the web.


Precalculus includes trigonometry and college level algebra, more than one year of high school math


Calculus includes a full College Calculus I and II, closer to two years of high school math.





How do you fit this into a school day/how do you schedule this product: 5-10 videos per week. Each video runs, on average, 10 minutes, and students tend to replay portions while watching. They must then complete the online exercise. It should take students around 20 minutes to complete all work for a typical topic.





How much parental involvement?  How much student time required at each session? Students should be able to use this product with minimal parental involvement. There are a number of on-line resources for mom/teacher that enable machine-based course management and customized reporting and tracking.





Name two or three things you feel it is important for customers to know about this product before they purchase?


More than one student can use this course at a time if you don’t require online access for a subsequent student.


On-line access (not essential for the course) is limited to one year.


Courses are not returnable once opened, sealed materials may be returned within 30 days.  S


Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.sonlight.com/thinkwell.html" ��www.sonlight.com/thinkwell.html� for course syllabi.


A website customized to the specifications of a particular course hosts an online testing system


Edward Burger, is an Associate Professor of Mathematics at Williams College, earned his Ph.D. at the University of Texas at Austin, having graduated summa cum laude with distinction in mathematics from Connecticut College.


Professor Burger teaches with a sense of humor that can sometimes lead to him using “lighter” crude words in his explanations.


Reviewer’s Notes


The Professor’s enthusiastic style encourages students to be engaged in the subject.


You will find solutions to only ½ the  problems and they are printed, not spoken


Professor Burger appears in the video box in the upper left corner of the screen, while the rest of the screen may have him demonstrating concepts on a white board, etc. There are many helpful boxes on the screen that show “key idea”, “definitions” and “content” being taught so that the student understands the lesson.














