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Name two or three things you feel it is important for customers to know about this product before they purchase?


- The markers and colored pencils are tiny.


 - The crayons and markers are unique in that they are grouped and labeled by color family (light, medium, and dark shades of each color), but they are not high-quality.  The watercolors are of a better quality than then crayons, markers, and pencils.


 - This kit doesn’t look very impressive, but it has greatly improved my kids’ drawing skills!  They think about shading and shadows now.  They didn’t do that before completing these art projects.
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START SMART HOMESCHOOL ART SERIES


Reviewer: Michael Ann Rentz





PRODUCT AUTHOR OR PUBLISHER: Art Skills


PRICE: $29.95





APPROPRIATE AGE RANGE OR READING LEVEL: Age 7-8 and older





What is included in this product?  


The product includes a parent curriculum guide that explains the lessons and gives background information on color, shading, and three-dimensionality.  The product also includes four envelopes/sets of materials:  Crayon, Marker, Colored Pencil, and Watercolor.  Each set has 12 unique black-line coloring pictures, an instruction booklet, and a small, photocopied note giving extra tips on how to use the art materials.  Art materials included:  38 custom color crayons and crayon sharpener, 38 custom color markers, 38 custom colored pencils and pencil sharpener, 8 watercolor pencils, and 24 custom watercolors with integrated mixing tray and two brushes.  NOTE:  The markers and colored pencils are the same size as the crayons (which are normal-sized crayons).  The coloring pictures look somewhat like paint-by-numbers:  each section in the picture is marked “light,” “medium,” or “dark” to tell the student which value to use. The student chooses a color family for each object in the picture and then uses the correct values as he/she colors.  The instruction booklets contain 11 lessons.  The odd-numbered lessons are to be done in the booklet, but the pictures to be colored are very small.  The even-numbered lessons are to be done on the coloring sheets which are much bigger.  





Any special requirements necessary for using/teaching this product: No.





Give a 4-5 sentence description (or bullet points) of the goals or concepts this product teaches …


- Each color has “family members.”  (The red family has light red, medium red, and dark red.  These are color values.)


 - When light shines on any object, there will be a light side, a medium side, and a dark side.


 - Opposite the light side will be a dark cast shadow.


 - When you place the proper values in the correct areas, the object will look realistic.





How do you fit this into a school day/how do you schedule this product:   


We schedule two lessons per week.  (We use only the even-numbered lessons.  I have only one instruction booklet for each set, and I have two students!  I ordered the set of extra coloring sheets, so each of my children has their own set of those.)





How much parental involvement?  How much student time required at each session?


Parents will spend about 5-10 minutes with the student for each lesson in the first kit.  The student may need as much as 20 minutes to complete a coloring sheet.  (Parents may need to stay nearby for younger students.)  Each of the four kits teaches the same lessons just using different art mediums.  Therefore, the parent will probably spend less time on each lesson in subsequent kits.  The watercolor coloring sheets take longer than the other sets.























