SCC TELECONFERENCE: 2008 Catalog Review
I. Approved nomenclature


a. CoreUltra = Sonlight Newcomer (P3/4 – 6)


b. No longer using terms grade or level

c. The term “recommended” will be changed to “usually used by”


d. All numeric designations come after the subject


e. Reader packages will now be Readers K, Readers 1, Readers 2, Readers 2 Int., and Readers 2 Adv.


USE NEW TERMINOLOGY NOW – for early conventions, consider alerting customer of new terminology by marking their catalog in case they order after new catalog.
II. Real Mother Goose


This book was part of the Core B package in 2006, so when it was moved to Core C in 2007, we did not include it in the package, but rather made it a Required Resource for those purchasing Core C as a new customer.  
For 2008 it will be part of the Core K package.

III. Reader sets K-2X sold with schedule only


Meaning that KR5, 1R5, 2R5, 2N5 and 2X5 will no longer exist (these were Readers only pkgs) – note Fun Tales


Schedules are still available as separate items
IV. HWT Teacher Guides for 2, and 4 (check out samples of new edition on www.hwtears.com)

Currently we sell teacher guides for Pre-Printing (KL171), for Printing Gr 1-2 (1L171), for Cursive Gr 3-5 (3L191).  As HWT releases its new edition, we will add two more teacher guides.  We may begin selling new edition workbooks prior to catalog release as we sell out of current stock.

Will replace levels w/ new edition as sell out old in warehouse – Wiki updates

V. Core 4 – significant changes


Added a couple new books (Rules of the Road, Usborne Intro to World Wars), moved books around, dropped Bible book (Learning About God from A to Z).
VI. Teaching Textbooks

We will be adding TT Math 6 as soon as it arrives in our warehouse (pre-catalog release).  
We are not selling TT Math 5 at this time, no finalized plans as yet.  It is not complete – we have not reviewed.

Some questions about level numbering at this point – Product Development is looking at this issue prior to finalizing catalog (arose because of recommendation to do PreAlg in 7th grade, unless have weaker math student)



Renumbered Math 7 with #7M20, and Math 6 with #6M20
VII. Almost 12 and companion books


Companion books are labeled “girl” and “boy” books, the Science 5 package will have one or other, per choice.

VIII. Evolution: The Grand Experiment (creationist perspective)

This book will have Science Activity sheets added in 2008 Science 6 IG

IX. Thinkwell products – publisher has changed to offering only internet access

a. We will offer CD-ROMs online only until stock is sold out.  All multimedia materials will be delivered entirely via website.  Students will have an authorization code card.

b. No longer selling second student access.  Two students may share, but grading will only appear for one.


c. Those wishing to use again with another student will need to purchase a new subscription – SL’s charges are less than Thinkwell’s subscription fee.

X. Core 300


a. New spine text – The Visual History of the Modern World with accompanying study guide – solved the primary challenge with this level.

b. Forum posts have inquired about answers for all study guide questions.  Answer:  None of our upper level Core IGs (with the exception of 530) have answers for *all* study guide questions.  
Huge project to add answers for everything … On tap for 2009, but no promises. 
XI. Rosetta Stone Version 3


a. New features: 



1. Contextual Formation – rewritten to provide most practical everyday words immediately



2. Adaptive Recall – actively tracks progress.  Adapts review as needed to address problem areas.



3. Milestone Lessons – similar to “unit” reviews…real-life conversation simulation.  



4. Student Management System – now on the main application disc


b. Three levels – added a third level, details on Wiki (Foreign Language)

c. New package includes: Application CD, Language CD, Headset with microphone, Student Guide, Parent Guide, PDF format of Student workbook/answer key and Quizzes & tests/answer key for Latin American Spanish and US English.
(benefit: no need to purchase extra workbooks … but, no other languages will offer workbook)


d. Languages currently available in Ver. 3 on Wiki

XII. Updates to Horizons Math Manipulatives Kits K and 1-3


a. Added pre-made flashcards for major sections (not days of week, months of year – have instructions)

b. Added schedule with instructions for creating own manipulatives


c. Created “filler kit” for 1-3 – meaning that those who purchased Kit K will not need to purchase the entire 1-3 kit as there are duplicates

XIII. Artistic Pursuits- replacing Color Shading Art Kits after numerous problems 

a. Chosen primarily due to customer request


b. We are creating our own art kits because we can do it more cheaply … otherwise too expensive

XIV. Core 5


a. World Book 2008 will require DVD drive – see Wiki for system requirements (yes – Vista compatible)



NOT used on CD-ROM drive … requires DVD drive in computer because of program size

b. EHE – massive overhaul



1. Better pacing, consistency between countries



2. Less “fill in the blank” or multiple choice, more open-ended questions and projects



3. Designed for student to create a “notebook”

XV. Timeline updates


a. All timeline dates have been reviewed and revised to align with Homeschool in the Woods


b. Timeline chart added to each IG for quick overview of every timeline figure and assignment.  Organized by book and page numbers within each book.  Thus chart works for both 4- and 5-day users.


c. Timeline assignments will remain in the Study Guides, but all have been checked for accuracy and matching with the new overview chart.


d. As of 10/22/07 Book of Time was updated to have laminated cover & pocket for figure storage.

XVI. Replacements:


a. Family Bible (new release) replaces children’s Everyday Bible in P4/5


b. A Child’s Introduction to Poetry replaces Classic Poetry in Core 3


c. Real Science -4- Kids Biology I replaces Intro to Biology in Science 3


d. The Usborne Introduction to the World Wars replaces World War I in Core 4

e. David Livingstone replaces Escape from the Jungle in Core 5


f. Evolution: The Grand Experiment replaces It Couldn’t Just Happen in Science 6


g. The Visual History of the Modern World replaces 20th Century Day by Day CD ROM in Core 300


h. Artistic Pursuits series replaces Color Shading Art series

XVII. Page 15 of new catalog


a. Familiarize yourself with approach to counseling those wishing to choose for multiple kids


b. Be aware that the “slider bar” replaces the choosing chart this year (Usually used by)

XVIII. Love to Learn Guarantee


a. Use up to 18 weeks of package (one-half school year)


b. Up to one year from date of purchase


c. Extended to cover LA, Math, Science and Bible packages purchased at the same time as a Core.  Covers one package of each subject.  


d. Includes Required Resources
XIX. Marketing approach 2008


a. Focus – new homeschooler


b. Remove any barriers to new customer purchasing (i.e. simplify)


c. Addressing issue of recidivism (i.e. those who order once but never come back) – surveys show that primary reason is because SL is perceived to be too complex, or difficult to choose.


d. Make it easier to make the right choice the first time
*** Ordering new items before 4/1 – per Forum post, e-mail Jessica with list of new items you would need for early event
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