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MARK KISTLER’S DRAW SQUAD


Reviewer: Karla Cook





PRODUCT AUTHOR OR PUBLISHER: Mark Kistler


PRICE: $17.00





APPROPRIATE AGE RANGE OR READING LEVEL: Grades 3 - adult





What is included in this product?  


One large (8.5x11”) PB book. 251 pp.





Any special requirements necessary for using/teaching this product:


Suggested supplies: 2 spiral bound sketchbooks, plenty of #2 pencils, and bananas to eat while drawing!





Give a 4-5 sentence description (or bullet points) of the goals or concepts this product teaches …


“My goals for this book are simple. I want to: sell you on your own awesome, creative potential; to dissolve the myth that you can’t draw a straight line; to guide you through a series of 30 sequential drawing lessons. These lessons are structured into a format that will teach you how to draw.” –Mark Kistler





The drawing style taught is cartoon-ish, 3-dimensional… very fun drawings that kids will love learning to do on their own. The ten main aspects of drawing presented in this book are: foreshortening, shading, surface, size, contour lines, overlapping, density, shadows, attitude, and daily use.





How do you fit this into a school day/how do you schedule this product:   


It is designed for daily 30-minute practice sessions. However, we have used it much more informally than that, just as an enrichment activity whenever we are in the mood. It could also very easily be used in a co-op setting.





How much parental involvement?  How much student time required at each session?


The book suggests: “Go through the 30 drawing lessons in this book, one a day, with your kids. Set aside an evening each week for an Art Attack Hour. By participating alongside your kids, you let them know that you think art is important. Your enthusiasm will be contagious (as will theirs).”





I haven’t done this either, although I would like to some time. However, the book is appealing enough and self-explanatory enough that my daughter has enjoyed just taking the book and working through some of the lessons on her own. We have been impressed with the results!





Name two or three things you feel it is important for customers to know about this product before they purchase?


This book teaches the foundational skills and correct terminology for drawing. Practice lessons are very cartoonish in style, but the principles learned could very easily be transferred over to more realistic drawing.

















