Sonlight 2005 Workshop Outline

Sonlight Curriculum--Teaching without Textbooks, We’ve done the planning.
-Jill Evely
(Overhead up-  Sonlight is  a Literature Based.....

· How many of you have never homeschooled before, but are either planning to start in the fall, or are just investigating the possibility?

· How many of you have been homeschooling for a while, and are looking for a change?
· How many have friends who use it, love it, and told you to find our more about it?

· How may of you don't really care about SL, you just needed to a chance to sit down and get off your feet? 


Jill: INTRODUCTION ( Overheads of how I wanted my homeschool to look, how I felt--2 overheads)
              

     1.  5 kids, 15 years of homeschooling (both photos of family-)
            

     2.  text books/ workbooks/video 


     3.  created own unit studies, 9th/7th/5th/1st and toddler


 

     4.  Studied all new catalogs, unused books, frustrated
                             5.  Found SL--friend going to Nigeria, Sonlighting for almost 8 yrs

 
Why would you want to teach without textbooks? Literature based learning?  
How many of you enjoy reading to your children? 
Think back to your school days--can you remember a favorite childhood book? How about a favorite Textbook?

Real Books
· Real books make you think

· lasting impression

· spark imaginations

· get you to think about what you believe

Textbooks

· Tell you the main point

· they do thinking for you

Real books, literature--

· create a memorable learning experience.

Literature Rich Learning- Quote from Valerie Bendt (homeschool mom, respected speaker and author)

My strong belief in the value of sharing great literature with my children is confirmed again and again as I study the works of educators such as Ruth Beechick, Charlotte Mason, and Susan Schaeffer Macaulay.
Reading widely not only helps to stimulate our children’s academic abilities, but it helps to stimulate their creative abilities as well. Sharing great books— books teeming with life—with our children provides an avenue for creative stimulation. Reading these books together allows us to spend precious time with our children while strengthening their creative and academic skills.

Good books transport us to another place and time. They help us become intimately acquainted with great individuals—real heroes and heroines. A biography offers us an opportunity to tread in another person’s footsteps, enabling us to share in his triumph, defeat, anguish, and jubilation. Even a well crafted fictional character may offer us a glimpse of true heroism.

II.  EXAMPLES OF BOOKS 
· “Endless Steppe." Read passage
· Chad "Carry on Mr. Bowditch."

· Kari not liking to read.

Not age segregated... Appropriate for many ages and abilities--
· What enjoyment level is Johnny Tremain or Charlotte’s Web?     
· Builds family relationships (Norman Rockwell family)

· Maximizes teaching time

· Students can understand  concepts above their reading or grade level

· Everyone gets what they can from the books depending on maturity 
               Example of how literature crosses ages and maturity levels

· Discuss what you believe, why you believe, can you defend it?

Here’s a quote from Caddie Woodlawn by Carol Ryrie Brink. I read it to my children when we were studying American History several years ago.  It is based on a true story and takes place in Wisconsin in the mid-1860s. Caddie is a young girl who was permitted to grow up as a tomboy running wild with her brothers. She had a sister who was sickly and died when she was younger and her father thought that she might grow up to be healthier if she was allowed to run with the boys rather than be cooped up in the house doing “girl things.”  One day Caddie got into more trouble than the boys and her mother sent her to bed without supper. After she had been there for several hours, her father came into her room to talk to her. 

“Perhaps Mother was a little hasty today, Caddie,” he said. “She really loves you very much and, you see, she expects more of you than she would of someone she didn’t care about. It’s a strange thing, but sometimes we expect more of girls than of boys. It is the sisters and wives and mothers, you know, Caddie, who keep the world sweet and beautiful. What a rough world it would be if there were only men and boys in it, doing things in their rough way!  A woman’s task is to teach them gentleness and courtesy and love and kindness. It’s a big task too, Caddie--harder than cutting trees or building mills or damming rivers. It takes nerve and courage and patience, but good women have those things.  They have them just as much as the men who build bridges and carve roads through the wilderness. A woman’s work is something fine and noble to grow up to, and it is just as important as a man’s. But no man could ever do it so well. I don’t want you to be the silly, affected person with fine clothes and manners whom folks sometimes call a lady. No, that is not what I want for you, my little girl. I want you to be a woman with a wise and understanding heart, healthy in body and honest in mind...”

Obviously different ages will get different levels of understanding from this book, but all benefit. We use passages like this to discuss character traits right along with our history lesson.

What age level is Caddie Woodlawn appropriate for? (SL Level 4)

· literature crosses age levels

· alter writing/discussion assignments and reading expectations

· Discuss, use narration

· Add map and timeline activities

-How to teach without textbooks? (Way we learn as adults--when going to homeschoo., you read books, ask people, come to convention, etc--a unit study)
Adapted to any method of Education -
Family reading to enhance any schooling you are doing now
Use real books almost exclusively
Choose deliberately to coordinate with family interests or current topics you are studying.

· Teach most subjects from literature:

· History, Science, Literature, 

· Geography, portions of LA

· Bible, Cultural Literacy, 

· Character development, etc.

Decide if you want to plan it out yourself or buy a prepared Curriculum

(tell about when I made my own unit studies)

· Many books on how to do this, etc

· Choose subject, get a “spine” with factual information

· Reinforce with biographies, historical fiction, etc
· May coordinate with LA, using text for writing assignments, learning grammar and usage, etc.

In the quote I read from Mrs. Bendt, she mentions the great educators:
· Ruth Beechick

· Charlotte Mason

Sonlight Curriculum is based on the philosophies of these great educators-- Using Sonlight’s Literature based, non-textbook approach
· You can teach same basic content (use same framework) to different ages--some limitations
· Expect different levels of mastery (introduction vs. mastery) 
· Minimal planning, and tons of teacher helps.
 How Sonlight can help-Complete Full Scope Lesson Plans
· Preparation is done (spend money or time).  
· Written by/ for homeschoolers

· IGs come along side, Thanksgiving Feast
· Show example

The Heart of Sonlight-- Read passage put up IG overheads
1. Core 1--Miss Agnes, overheads (4 or 5 day)
2. full teacher notes

3. background information

4. map/timeline

5. LA  Creative expression/writing-natural approach   

a. to grammar
6. Science- in a box---hands on-- biographies                     
a. unit study--then Apologia in later years
7. Math options
A. Singapore

B. Saxon
C. Horizons
D. Miquon  with rods

E. Keys to...

F. DIVE and Videotext Algebra
VII.  BIBLICALLY BASED --GIVES CHILDREN A HEART FOR THE WORLD




1. Exposure to God's people and world (Geography)  
· "Daughter of the Mountain." (Multi cultural town)

· Great Biographies of missionaries and others/faithful

·  Character and Christian servanthood

1. “Eric Liddell", chariots of fire
2. "Little Britches" character house
2. Trains children to think critically, to understand where other 

· Ambassador for Christ

 VII.   A DAY AT MY HOUSE



Rediscovered the joy of curling up with a good 




book" Literature Rich--no more boring textbooks
VIII.  CHOOSING  and Combining-four strategies

· Teach to the youngest (supplement for older)
· Teach to the oldest (supplement for younger)

· Teach to middle
· Teach complementary, world history, at two levels, sharing some books

  Where to start?

· Is Sonlight right for you/articles 31 reasons not to use, 13 reasons to use. 

· Choosing Chart (p 31 in catalog)

· (Don't rush it, be realistic and  flexible, think about social  and emotional maturity.)
· Pass out catalogs, sign customer list

Jill:  CONCLUSION

You will learn as much (more) than your children

· Exciting literature rich curriculum 

· no more boring textbooks

· all planned out

· time saving


· family oriented

Any questions of a general nature?  
Specific questions  will be gladly answered down in our booth after the workshop is over.

IV.   WHO IS SONLIGHT
                               1.  15th Anniversary/- John and Sarita Holtzmann
          2.  Target audience, missionaries/lifelong love of   

                learning--International focus to history

3.  Grew from one car garage (part time) in CA to 

     over 30 full time employees/Littleton CO

4.  60-80 summer employees

5. Customers in over 130 countries

6. 40 forums on website

Tote Bag Materials:
Overhead folder

Endless Steppe and inserted page

Carry on Mr. Bowditch

Miss Agnes

Daughter of the Mt

Eric Liddell

Little Britches

Science in a Bag

Singapore math book

IG--with tabs (core 1, OK)

tape recorder with tape

outline
tickets to sign up

catalogs to pass out

