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How much parental involvement?  How much student time required at each session?


I believe this material is best used as a read aloud with parent interaction, but we have used them successfully as independent readers.  You can easily do this in 5 minute increments or take as long as an afternoon on one picture, whatever the level of interest in your child indicates.





Name two or three things you feel it is important for customers to know about this product before they purchase?


In the feelings volume there is one picture of Adam and Eve, with hands and leaves somewhat covering them and there is a picture of a naked baby.  


This is an excellent series that we have thoroughly enjoyed.  It is a gentle introduction to art appreciation that really allows you to delve deeper into the topic at a child’s level.  These books are thoroughly enjoyable for both child and parent.
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HOW ARTISTS SEE series (specifically How Artists See Feelings)


Reviewer: Rhonda Warren





PRODUCT AUTHOR OR PUBLISHER: Colleen Carroll, author; Abbeville Publishing Group


PRICE: $10.95 each, 2 books available through Sonlight





APPROPRIATE AGE RANGE OR READING LEVEL: RA: K – Adult, R: 3 – Adult


I believe this is most appropriate and beneficial as a read aloud for 3rd and above as our selections for younger children are excellent and more age appropriate [not because this isn’t ok for k – 2, but because the Come Look With Me series is better for that age range]. 





What is included in this product?  


Each volume presents sixteen diverse works of art, all devoted to a subject that every child already knows from personal experience (i.e. as feelings – joy, sadness, fear, love, or elements – earth, air, fire, water). Full color reproductions; book is approximately 40 pages in length.





Any special requirements necessary for using/teaching this product: None





Give a 4-5 sentence description (or bullet points) of the goals or concepts this product teaches …


This is an interactive, inquiry-based book series designed to teach children about the world by looking at art -- and about art -- by looking at the world.  


For each piece of art (painting, sculpture, etc.) they author provides a detailed description pointing out various elements the artist used to express the subject matter [feeling or elements].  


She then provides questions requiring the child to search for something or draw a conclusion [at a child’s level] to make the series interactive.  


The books introduce basic artistic concepts, styles, and techniques, and are loads of fun to look through again and again.  


For children who want to know more about the artists whose works appear in the book biographies are provided at the end, along with suggestions for further reading and an international list of museums where each artist’s work can be seen.  


The art examples chosen are excellent and truly make the concept being discussion come alive.  


As children begin to understand the multitude of ways that artists see, they will deepen their appreciation of art and artists and of the world around them.





How do you fit this into a school day/how do you schedule this product:   


I use the art appreciation books as ‘coffee table books’.  I leave them on the coffee table for a few weeks and pick them up on occasion, read aloud, then discuss the material.  When all of my children were younger we tended to take every Friday afternoon for the electives.

















