Lesson 6: Adverbs (Pt. 2)
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Teaching Instruction:

In the last lesson, we learned that adverbs modify verbs. That’s not all adverbs can do, though. Adverbs also can describe or modify our understanding of an adjective or another adverb. For example:

Powder blue flowers grew by the side of the road.

Blue describes the color of the flowers. Therefore, blue is an adjective. What color blue were the flowers, though? Dark, midnight blue? Royal blue? No, they were powder blue. Powder describes the adjective blue, so powder is an adverb. Here’s another example:

The antelope ran extremely quickly.

Quickly is an adverb because it describes how the antelope ran. Extremely describes the adverb quickly, so it is an adverb too. Can you spot all of the adverbs in the following sentences?
The girl in the light green dress sang so beautifully.
The very bright light of the stage seems to be her natural habitat.
In the first sentence, the adverbs are light, so, and beautifully. Light is an adverb because it describes the adjective green. Beautifully is an adverb because it describes the verb sang. So is also an adverb because it modifies the adverb beautifully. In the second sentence, the only adverb is very, which modifies the adjective bright.
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In A Nutshell:

Adverbs also can describe or modify our understanding of an adjective or another adverb. 

Application:

Choose several activities to do over the course of the week to reinforce what you’ve taught your children about adverbs:

· Watch Lolly, Lolly, Lolly, Get Your Adverbs Here on your Grammar Rock DVD again. 

· Continue to review the songs covered already as well: A Noun is A Person Place Or Thing, Verb: That’s What’s Happening, The Tale Of Mr. Morton, and Unpack Your Adjectives. 

· Play a rousing game of Funny Monkey. Starting with the sentence “The funny monkey ran,” take turns adding new adverbs to the sentence. For example, “The very funny monkey ran.” “The very funny monkey ran slowly.” “The very funny monkey ran rather slowly.” See how many adverbs you are able to add (and remember!) and still have an understandable sentence. When you’re done, start with a new sentence and keep going. Try “The funny monkey laughed . . .” or “The funny monkey swung . . .”

· Review your Expanded (Even Further) Imagination Sentences from Side B of the Lesson 5: Adverbs (Pt. 1) Student Activity Sheet. Can you add any more adverbs to them? Look at each of the adjectives and adverbs you’ve already used to see if they can be modified even further with additional adverbs.

· Help your children play Adverb Charades. Have one child volunteer to leave the room while the other players choose an adverb, such as “loudly.” When the volunteer returns, he must guess the adverb by asking the other players to do things “that way.” For example, he might ask one of the other players to “talk that way.” The other player would then talk loudly. As soon as he guesses the adverb correctly (or gives up), ask for the next volunteer. If you can’t do what you’re asked (for example, if asked to sit loudly), you should just say, “I don’t want to,” but say it in such a way as to provide a clue to the adverb (i.e., say “I don’t want to” loudly).

· Compare Adjective and Adverb Forms by completing the sentences on Side A of the Lesson 6: Adverbs (Pt. 2) Student Activity Sheet. Each set of sentences will use either an adjective or adverb form of a word. Fill in the blank with the other form. This exercise will help your children learn the differences (and similarities) between adjectives and adverbs.
· Play Madverbs! on Side B of the Lesson 6: Adverbs (Pt. 2) Student Activity Sheet. Without reading the paragraph first, ask your children to create a list of 15 creative adverbs. When they’re done, fill in the blanks in the paragraph with the adverbs on your children’s list. Then read the paragraph out loud to see how silly and fun adverbs can be! You can play this game over and over again—just keep thinking up new lists of adverbs. 

Lesson 6: Adverbs (Pt. 2)
Student Activity Sheet

· Adjective and Adverb Forms

Each set of sentences below will use either an adjective or adverb form of a word. Fill in the blank with the other form. This exercise will help you learn the differences (and similarities) between adjectives and adverbs. Here is an example to help you get started:

The beautiful girl sang a song. The girl sang the song 
beautifully
.

Rodney was a smooth operator. He talked 



 to Ronda. 

Melinda loved the 


 tyrant. She missed him terribly when he left.

Loretta held the warm cup in her hand. She smiled 


 at the bug.

Gary was a desperate man. He 


 needed to hide the loot.
Tim’s 


 trunks were too short, but his race went swimmingly well.
Marjorie looked coldly at the bird. It wanted her 


 sandwich.
The happy bird ate the crumbs. It sang 


 in its nest.
The dean gave Amber a 


 reply. She responded just as brusquely.

John smiled sadly. His closet was in a 

 state of disrepair.
There’s no way to fly 


. Sal’s cheap ticket cost him dearly. 
Buttercup crept slyly along the fence. With a 

 look, she snuck out.

The angry beaver cried “Foul!” The referee shook his paw 


.
Bubba looked 


 at Susie. His sheepish grin gave him away. 
Lazy Susan held the spices. She 


 dropped them into the soup.
The 


 boy ran home. He excitedly told his mother about the rat.
Lesson 6: Adverbs (Pt. 2)
Student Activity Sheet

· Madverbs!

Without reading the paragraph first, ask your children to create a list of 15 creative adverbs. When they’re done, fill in the blanks in the paragraph with the adverbs on your children’s list. Then read the paragraph out loud to see how silly and fun adverbs can be! You can play this game over and over again—just keep thinking up new lists of adverbs.

Mike ran 


 to the mailbox. He 


 hoped to find a letter from his friend, Bugsy. 


, there was no letter. Mike frowned 



 and 



 trudged back into the house. Where could the letter 


 be? Bugsy 



 sent him a letter this time of year. It was the time of year when they 



 celebrated the time they had captured the monkey. Mike could 


 remember how the monkey had cried 



 when they had thrown the net over him. Mike and Bugsy had danced 




 around the monkey, while the monkey looked 




 at them and yelled 


. Taking pity on the poor monkey, Mike 


 lifted the net and let him go. They would 



 remember their catch, though!
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ADVERB /’ad-vərb/  Adverbs are words that usually modify verbs, adjectives, other adverbs, prepositions, phrases, clauses, or sentences. They typically express some relation of manner or quality, place, time, degree, number, cause, opposition, affirmation, or denial.








