Lesson 5: Adverbs (Pt. 1)
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Teaching Instruction:

Building upon the last lesson about adjectives, we will now look at another kind of word that can make sentences more exciting. Adverbs add to our understanding of verbs. Adverbs tell us how, when, or where the verb happened (or is happening or will yet happen). For example, consider these sentences:

The alligators swam.

Grandma Loretta yelled.

The mourners wept.

These sentences convey some basic meaning and are slightly interesting, but couldn’t they be better? Now compare them to these sentences with adverbs (in italics):

The alligators swam yesterday.

Grandma Loretta yelled loudly.

The mourners wept uncontrollably.

What do you think? Wouldn’t you rather read the sentences with the adverbs?

Important Note: If you find a word that ends in -ly, it is probably an adverb!

When you begin writing with adverbs, remember that you can place adverbs in various places: right in front of the verbs they describe, right behind the verbs they describe, or even some distance away from their verbs. For example, consider the placement of the adverb quickly in the following sentences:
Nemo quickly jumped on the seahorse.

Nemo jumped quickly onto the seahorse.

Quickly, the small fish jumped onto the seahorse.

Nemo jumped onto the galloping seahorse quickly—before it got away.
Adverbs open up a whole world of expression and add power to your writing. They can make the most basic prose more interesting and fun. Use them often.
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In A Nutshell:

Adverbs describe verbs. 

If you find a word that ends in -ly, it is probably an adverb!

Just for Fun! 

Like adjectives, adverbs also come in three forms: positive, comparative, or superlative. 

The positive form describes a verb without comparing it to anything else. For example: 

My favorite cow, Buttercup, walks gracefully.

The comparative form describes a word by comparing it to one other thing. Comparative adjectives often use the ending -er or the words more or less. For example: 

Buttercup walks more gracefully than her sister, Teapot.

The superlative form describes a word by comparing it to two or more other things. Superlative adjectives often use the ending -est or the words most or least. For example: 

Of all the cows at Green Acres, Teapot walks most clumsily.

Application:

Choose several activities to do over the course of the week to reinforce what you’ve taught your children about adverbs:

· Watch Lolly, Lolly, Lolly, Get Your Adverbs Here on your Grammar Rock DVD. 

· You should also feel free to continue to review the songs covered already: A Noun is A Person Place Or Thing, Verb: That’s What’s Happening, The Tale Of Mr. Morton, and Unpack Your Adjectives. 

· Play a fun game of Back and Forth to form silly sentences with adverbs. You’ll need two or more players to work together to make short adverb sentences, according to the following rules:
Player 1:
states an article (A/An/The)

Player 2:
provides a noun 

Player 1 (or 3):
adds a verb

Player 2 (or 4):
adds an adverb that describes the verb

Player 1 (or 5):
completes the sentence
Here’s how a sample round might go:
Player 1:
“The…



Player 2:
“…aardvark…”



Player 1:
“…jumped…”



Player 2:
“…mightily…”



Player 1:
“…onto the passing freight train.”
See how creative, fun and sometimes crazy the sentences become!
· Play Word Association using adverbs. You say a verb and have your children respond—as quickly as possible—with the first adverb that comes to mind. For example: you say “destroys”; they say “completely.” Don’t forget to switch places and let them challenge you!

· Practice creating L-Y adverbs on Side A of the Lesson 5: Adverbs (Pt. 1) Student Activity Sheet. Correctly add the -ly ending to the words provided to complete the sentences. Spelling is important! Feel free to make up additional words and sentences if your children enjoy this exercise.
· Using your Expanded Imagination Sentences from Side B of the Lesson 4: Adjectives Student Activity Sheet, rewrite each of those sentences on Side B of the Lesson 5: Adverbs (Pt. 1) Student Activity Sheet, expanding each sentence further by adding a creative adverb. Use different adverbs in every sentence. Keep your activity sheet for use in later lessons.
Lesson 5: Adverbs (Pt. 1)
Student Activity Sheet

· L-Y
Correctly add the -ly ending to the words provided to complete the following sentences. Spelling is important! Here’s an example to help you get started:

graceful:
She skated 
(gracefully)
. 
smooth: 
The submarine rode very 



. 

attentive: 
Caleb listens 



.

fluent: 
Karen speaks Spanish 



.

beautiful: 
Jackie sings 



.

gleeful: 
The baby 


 threw her pacifier out the window.

poor: 

The actors performed 




.

immediate: 
The ship departed 



.

terrible: 
My wife’s foot hurt 



 after her fall.
quick:

The goat descended the hill as 



 as he could.

sparing:
The children used their bread crumbs 



.
mad:

The tortoise fell 


 in love with the hare.
wistful:
Harold stared 


 at the cooling pie.
happy:
Judy 


 stirred the batter for her birthday cake.
deft:

Gary ducked 


 out of the ball’s way.
winsome:
Duane wrote 


 of his life’s journeys.
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· Expanded (Even Further) Imagination Sentences

Using your Expanded Imagination Sentences from Side B of the Lesson 4: Adjectives Student Activity Sheet, rewrite each of those sentences below, expanding each sentence even further by adding a creative adverb. Use different adverbs in every sentence. We’ve given you an example to help get you started.

Example: The large wrinkly elephants jumped merrily on the small round trampoline.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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ADVERB /’ad-vərb/  Adverbs are words that usually modify verbs, adjectives, other adverbs, prepositions, phrases, clauses, or sentences. They typically express some relation of manner or quality, place, time, degree, number, cause, opposition, affirmation, or denial.








