Lesson 4: Adjectives
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Teaching Instruction:

In the last lesson, you learned to create basic sentences. In this lesson, you’re going to learn how to make those sentences more interesting by adding adjectives.

Adjectives are words that describe nouns. For example: 

Happy children smile.

Angry dogs bark.

Hot people enjoy cold sodas.

Adjectives make your writing more interesting by adding to the reader’s understanding of the nouns you use. For example, let’s say you’re writing to your friend whose mom trains monkeys. You might write:

Your mom trains monkeys.

This sentence already contains one adjective. What is it? (your) Your tells the reader which mom you’re talking about. Now, it’s already kind of interesting that you have a friend whose mom trains monkeys. But it could be even more interesting if you add some more adjectives. Take a look at these sentences and see if you can identify the adjectives.

Your mom trains seven monkeys.

Your mom trains seven mean monkeys.

Your mom trains seven mean, fat monkeys.

Your brave mom trains seven mean, fat monkeys.

What do you think? These sentences are definitely more interesting! What adjectives did you identify? (Your, seven, mean, fat, brave) Did you notice that you can describe a noun with more than one adjective by stringing the adjectives together? Try it yourself now. 

Take the noun giraffe and try to think of as many adjectives as you can to describe it. Then make up a sentence using those adjectives. String several together to make a really interesting sentence! Here is an example:

Adjectives: tall, yellow, old, hungry, sad

Sentence: The tall, old, yellow giraffe was sad and hungry.

As soon as your children have a basic understanding of adjectives, explain that some words—like seven and mean—are always and only adjectives. Other words—like fat and Your—can serve as adjectives but are nouns (fat) and pronouns (Your) too. Even verbs can serve as adjectives: a crumpled sheet of paper. Just remember to see how the word is being used in the sentence. If it’s describing a noun, then it’s functioning as an adjective.

Finally, have your children memorize the three special adjectives (a, an, and the) called articles. Articles are adjectives because they help the reader understand which specific thing is being discussed. For example:

The dogs dance.

A tractor rumbles.

An egg breaks.
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In A Nutshell:

Adjectives describe nouns. 

A, an, and the are special adjectives called articles.
Just for Fun! 

Adjectives come in one of three forms: positive, comparative, or superlative. 

The positive form describes a word without comparing it to anything else. For example: 

That badger is mean.

The comparative form describes a word by comparing it to one other thing. Comparative adjectives often use the ending -er or the words more or less. For example: 

That badger is meaner than the hedgehog.

The superlative form describes a word by comparing it to two or more other things. Superlative adjectives often use the ending -est or the words most or least. For example: 

That badger is the meanest varmint in these woods.

Application:

Choose several activities to do over the course of the week to reinforce what you’ve taught your children about adjectives:

· Watch Unpack Your Adjectives on your Grammar Rock DVD. 

· You should also feel free to continue to review the songs covered already: A Noun is A Person Place Or Thing, Verb: That’s What’s Happening, and The Tale Of Mr. Morton. 

· While you’re driving in the car with your children, play adjective “I Spy.” Have someone be the “spy” and the others have to guess what noun was spied based upon the list of adjectives the “spy” uses to describe it.

· Play “The Doctor’s Cat.” Take turns thinking of things that describe the doctor’s cat. At each turn repeat all the adjectives and add one. For example, here is how a game might begin: “The doctor’s cat is a fluffy cat.” “The doctor’s cat is a fluffy, fat cat.” “The doctor’s cat is a fluffy, fat, wet cat." Etc. For fun variations, make all adjectives start with the same letter. Or, use alphabetical order for each adjective to help you recall the list with more ease.

· As all psychiatrists know, a game of Word Association can be just what the doctor ordered. So here’s your chance to psychoanalyze your children in the guise of a fun grammar game. Note: Couch is optional. You say a noun and have your children respond—as quickly as possible—with the first adjective that comes to mind. For example: you say “frog”; they say “green.” Have fun and, if you’re brave enough, switch places and let them analyze you!

· Play Madjectives! on Side A of the Lesson 4: Adjectives Student Activity Sheet. Without reading the paragraph first, ask your children to create a list of 15 colorful adjectives. Ask them to be as creative as possible. Instead of big and ugly, use words like gigantic and hideous. When they’re done, fill in the blanks in the paragraph with the adjectives on your children’s list. Then read the paragraph out loud to see how silly and fun adjectives can be…and how important it is to choose adjectives wisely! You can play this game over and over again—just keep thinking up new lists of adjectives.

· Using your Imagination Sentences from Side B of the Lesson 3: Sentences Student Activity Sheet, rewrite each of those sentences on Side B of the Lesson 4: Adjectives Student Activity Sheet, expanding each sentence by adding some fun adjectives. Each sentence should include either one adjective other than an article or one adjective plus an article. Use different adjectives in every sentence. Keep your finished paper for use in later lessons.

Lesson 4: Adjectives
Student Activity Sheet

· Madjectives!

Without reading the paragraph below, create a list of 15 colorful adjectives. Be as creative as possible. Instead of big and ugly, use words like gigantic and hideous. When you’re done, fill in the blanks below with the adjectives on your list. Then read the paragraph out loud to see how silly and fun adjectives can be…and how important it is to choose adjectives wisely! You can play this game over and over again—just keep thinking up new lists of adjectives.

Judy was 


 today. She had hoped that the weather would be 


, but it was 


 instead. So she just sat on her 


 bed and stared at the 


 ceiling. Just as her 


 eyes were beginning to well up with tears, the 


 phone rang. Who could it be? Judy listened closely as her mother spoke to the 


 caller. As soon as she hung up the phone, Judy’s mom called out, “Judy, your




 friend wants to know if you want to go to the 




 store.” Hurray! The 


 day was saved! Judy jumped up off of her bed and did a 


 dance. She sure was 


 now. She couldn’t believe that she was going to get to go to the 


 store on this 




 day after all. 
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Student Activity Sheet

· Expanded Imagination Sentences

Using your Imagination Sentences from Side B of the Lesson 3: Sentences Student Activity Sheet, rewrite each of those sentences below, expanding each sentence by adding some fun adjectives. Each sentence should include either one adjective other than an article or one adjective plus an article. Use different adjectives in every sentence. We’ve given you an example to help get you started.

Example: The large, wrinkly elephants jumped on the small, round trampoline.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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ADJECTIVE /’a-jik-tiv/  Adjectives are words that modify a noun, usually to describe a quality of something named, to indicate its quantity or extent, or to distinguish a thing from something else.








