Side B


Lesson 3: Sentences
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Teaching Instruction:

In your first two lessons, you learned about the two most basic building blocks of sentences: nouns and verbs. Armed with that knowledge, this lesson on sentences should be a breeze!

A sentence is a group of words that (1) has a noun (called the subject), (2) a verb (called the predicate), and (3) expresses a complete thought. The subject is who or what the sentence is about. The predicate tells you about the subject: what the subject did, what happened to it, or what it “is.” 
The shortest sentence normally consists of two words: one noun and one verb. (See the Just for Fun! section below for the exception to this rule!) Don’t forget: the verb in a two-word sentence has to be an action verb. Here are some examples of some two-word sentences:

Marcus snores.

Fay stares.

Wayne frowns.

Gary laughs.

Can you name the nouns? (Marcus, Fay, Wayne, Gary) What about the verbs? (snores, stares, frowns, laughs)

If a group of words is missing a subject or a predicate or does not form a complete thought, it is called a sentence fragment. Here are a couple of examples of sentence fragments. Can you identify what is wrong with each?

The dog with the black spots.

When the penguins saw the popcorn maker.

Running and jumping like wild.

The dog with the black spots is missing a verb. What is the dog doing? When the penguins saw the popcorn maker is an incomplete thought. What did they do when they saw the popcorn maker? Running and jumping like wild needs a noun. Who or what was running and jumping like wild? My guess? I’ll bet the penguins were the ones running and jumping like wild when they saw the popcorn maker. Or, then again, maybe it was the dog with the black spots . . .

There are two other very important rules about sentences that you need to learn and never, ever forget:

1. Every sentence should always begin with a capital letter.

2. Every sentence should always end with a closing punctuation mark: a period (.), a question mark (?), or an exclamation point (!).

The period (.) is used at the end of a sentence that makes a statement, request, or mild command. For example:

The aardvark is Phil’s favorite animal.

Hand me the fruitcake, please.

Bolinville is a fun place to visit.

The question mark (?) is used at the end of a sentence that asks a direct question. For example: 

Where is my armadillo?

Why did you put your cat in my garage?

When will Mr. Whelan fix my computer?

The exclamation point (!) is used at the end of an interjection or exclamatory sentence. It communicates strong emotion or surprise. For example:

I don’t believe it!

My possum is missing!

You’re kidding!
Capital letters and punctuation marks act like traffic signals. When you put several sentences together, proper capitalization and punctuation allow you to know when sentences begin and when they end. This helps you to read them in the proper way.
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In A Nutshell:

Sentence = noun + verb + complete thought

Subject = who or what the sentence is about


Predicate = what the subject did, what happened to it, or what it “is”
Every sentence should start with a capital letter and end with the proper punctuation mark: a period (statements or mild commands), a 

question mark (questions), or an exclamation point (to show 

strong emotion).

Just for Fun! 

Did you notice the definition of sentence at the beginning of the lesson? A sentence is a grammatical unit of one or more words . . . One word? A sentence can be only one word? You bet it can! 

Go!

Run!

Stop!

These are all examples of one-word sentences. But I thought a sentence had to have both a noun and a verb? Go, run, and stop are all verbs. Where are the nouns? Well, these sentences are the exception to the general rule, but they do have a subject. It’s the same subject for each sentence. Can you guess what it is? It’s . . . you! 

These sentences have implied or understood subjects. When you run across them, you will be able to tell from the context (the sentences that come before and after) who or what the subject of the sentence is. You will often find implied or understood subjects in sentences expressing a command. For example:

Go to your room.

Take out the trash.

Give me that!

As you can see, sentences with implied or understood subjects can be more than one word, but they still lack a noun in the sentence. The implied subject is understood by the reader from the context, even though it is not stated.

As long as we’re talking about implied or understood subjects, we might as well mention that there are also implied or understood predicates. For example:

Pam asked, “Would you please bring me some green beans?” “I might,” Michael replied.

We know what Michael means, but his sentence does not include the complete predicate: “I might bring you some green beans.” The predicate is implied or understood.

Application:

Choose several activities to do over the course of the week to reinforce what you’ve taught your children about sentences:

· Pop your Grammar Rock DVD into your DVD player and review A Noun is A Person Place Or Thing and Verb: That’s What’s Happening. Then watch The Tale Of Mr. Morton to learn more about subjects and predicates.
· Reviewing each of the songs throughout the week will help your children see how nouns and verbs naturally work together within a sentence. 

· As always, help your children memorize the songs if they like to sing. 

· Apply what you’ve learned about sentences, subjects, and predicates to the noun and verb songs. For example, ask your children to identify the subjects and predicates in the sentences used in the noun and verb songs.

· If your children enjoyed playing “I Spy” with nouns and verbs, then by all means continue with sentences. Review nouns first. Then have your children identify verbs that go with each noun. Finally, ask your children to form basic sentences with the nouns and verbs they’ve spotted.

· Make a set of punctuation flashcards. Using three 3X5 cards, write the punctuation marks on them (period, question mark, and exclamation point). Then play End That Sentence! Make up some silly sentences and then say them to your children. When you’re done saying each sentence, have your children hold up the flashcard with the proper punctuation for the sentence. Be sure to incorporate a mixture of sentences that end in each of the punctuation marks. When you think your children have mastered this game, switch roles. See if they can make up sentences on their own for you to guess the proper ending punctuation.

· Play What’s Wrong With These Sentences? on Side A of the Lesson 3: Sentences Student Activity Sheet. Look carefully at each of the sentences and try to identify what is wrong with each one. Note: Some sentences may have more than one thing wrong with them. Put three lines under a letter if it needs to be capitalized. Insert the proper punctuation mark if it’s missing and draw a small arrow pointing to it. For a challenge, underline the nouns that are subjects and circle the verbs that are predicates. Be careful! Two of the sentences are not even sentences at all. Can you find the two sentence fragments and add what’s missing to make them real sentences?

· Write six crazy Imagination Sentences on Side B of the Lesson 3: Sentences Student Activity Sheet. Choose a noun from the subject column and a verb from the predicate column, and then write a sentence with those words. Use each of the punctuation marks (periods, question marks, and exclamation points) at least twice. When you’re done, keep your sheet to use in future lessons.

Lesson 3: Sentences
Student Activity Sheet

· What’s Wrong With These Sentences?

Look carefully at each of the sentences below. Can you identify what is wrong with each one? Some sentences may have more than one thing wrong with them. 

Put three lines under a letter if it needs to be capitalized. Insert the proper punctuation mark if it’s missing and draw a small arrow pointing to it. For a challenge, underline the nouns that are subjects and circle the verbs that are predicates. 

Be careful! Two of the sentences are not even sentences at all. Can you find the two sentence fragments? If so, try to add what’s missing to make them real sentences.

The armadillo drove the car to the store 

a mouse ran up the tree. 

The twelve kangaroos with the purple bow ties. 

Did Fred feed the rabbit 

swam in the lake all day long. 

the chicken coop is on fire

why is the moose eating a banana?

Five geese were playing cards

Lesson 3: Sentences
Student Activity Sheet

· Imagination Sentences

Use your imagination to write six crazy sentences. Choose a noun from the subject column and a verb from the predicate column, and then write a sentence with those words. Use each of the punctuation marks (periods, question marks, and exclamation points) at least twice. We’ve given you an example to help get you started.

	Subject
	Predicate

	elephants
	scoots

	carpenter
	jiggled

	trucks
	fell

	skateboard
	climbed

	elbow
	has been

	library
	jumped

	shark
	exploded


Example: The elephants jumped on the trampoline.
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3.
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SENTENCE /’sen-tən(t)s/  A sentence is a grammatical unit of one or more words expressing a complete thought or idea, such as an assertion, a question, a command, a wish, an exclamation, or the performance of an action. Sentences begin with a capital letter and end with proper punctuation.








