Lesson 2: Verbs
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Teaching Instruction:

Verbs are the second main part of speech. While nouns are the things that you talk about, verbs are what you want to say about the nouns. Verbs tell what a noun is or what it does. For example, Ronda runs. What is Ronda? (proper noun) What does she do? (runs) Runs is a verb.
Verbs can be action verbs or being verbs. Verbs can tell what someone or something did, does, or will do (action verbs) or what it was, is, or will be (being verbs). Don’t worry about this distinction at first. Concentrate on action verbs now and come back to being verbs as soon as you’re confident your children have a good understanding of action verbs.

When you have an action verb, you can form a sentence with just two words. [Note: We’ll learn more about sentences in the next lesson.] Here are some examples of two-word sentences featuring action verbs:

Johnny jumps.

Ashley cries.

Karla smiles.

Which words are the nouns? (Johnny, Ashley, Karla) Which are the verbs? (jumps, cries, smiles) Jumps, cries, and smiles are all action verbs because they express action. They tell what the nouns do. Ask your children to think of other action verbs for Johnny, Ashley, and Karla. What else do they do? (talk, laugh, cry, run, etc.)

Once your children demonstrate an understanding of action verbs, explain to them that verbs can also tell what a noun was, is, or will be. These verbs are called being verbs because they express states of being using the verb to be. Being verbs require at least three words: a noun, a being verb, and one or more words that explain or clarify the noun’s state of being. 

Here are some examples of simple sentences featuring being verbs:

Gary is a zookeeper.

Melinda was sad.

Amber will be an astronaut.

What are the nouns? (Gary, Melinda, Amber) What are the verbs? (is, was, will be) What words tell about or clarify the nouns’ states of being? (a zookeeper, sad, an astronaut) Have your children make up some simple sentences about their current state of being. (I was hungry. I am tired. I will be happy.)

For your convenience, we have included the following chart that summarizes the proper uses of the verb to be. The being verb is underlined and the categories on the right (past perfect, past, past progressive, present, and future) refer to the tense of the verb.

	I had been
	Past Perfect (Complete)

	we/you/they had been
	

	he/she/it had been
	

	I was
	Past

	we/you/they were
	

	he/she/it was
	

	I have been
	Past Progressive 

(Continuing)

	we/you/they have been
	

	he/she/it has been
	

	I am
	Present

	we/you/they are
	

	he/she/it is
	

	I will be
	Future

	we/you/they will be
	

	he/she/it will be
	


NOTE: This chart is provided solely as a resource to use with your children. It is not intended to be memorized. Instead, use it to spur your children to think of additional sentences featuring being verbs. For example, have your children finish each of the sentences started in the chart.

I had been . . . (dancing)

We/you/they had been . . . (bored)

He/she/it had been . . . (a teacher)
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In A Nutshell:

Verbs tell what a noun is or what it does.
Action verbs tell what someone or something did, does, or will do.
Being verbs tell what someone or something was, is, or will be.
Application:

Choose several activities to do over the course of the week to reinforce what you’ve taught your children about verbs:

· Watch Verb: That’s What’s Happening on your Grammar Rock DVD.  

· Watch it once a day until your children fully understand verbs. 

· If your children like to sing, help them memorize the song. 

· Ask your children to identify action and being verbs they can see on the screen at different times.

· Play “I Spy” with your children again. Use the opportunity to review nouns first, and then add a new dimension to the game. For each noun that your children identify, ask them to supply an appropriate verb to go with each noun. For a challenge, have your children spot only action or being verbs.

· Do some Verb Chores. Think of verbs that you can do around the house (dust, mop, vacuum, clean, tidy, etc.) and then do them! You’ll be learning about verbs and making your mom very happy at the same time.

· Play Verb Charades. You will need at least two people for this game. Write 10-20 different verbs on small slips of paper and put them in a hat or other container. Have one player select a verb from the hat and then act out that verb. The other players have to guess what verb is being acted out. If you have several players, form teams and keep score. If you need some help getting started, here are some possible verbs you could use: jump, dance, swim, row, sing, sleep, write, cry, laugh, stir, etc.

· Create some Silly Sentences by filling in the blanks on Side A of the Lesson 2: Verbs Student Activity Sheet. If the blank needs a noun, write in a noun. If it needs a verb, write in a verb. Make your sentences as silly as possible! When you’re finished, try to classify each verb: Is it an action verb or a being verb? Write an “A” above all the action verbs and a “B” above all the being verbs. 

· Complete the Name That Verb chart on Side B of the Lesson 2: Verbs Student Activity Sheet. For each verb listed in the left column, identify whether it is an action verb or a being verb, and then place a check mark in the appropriate column.

Lesson 2: Verbs
Student Activity Sheet

· Silly Sentences

Create some Silly Sentences by filling in the blanks in the sentences below. If the blank needs a noun, write in a noun. If it needs a verb, write in a verb. Make your sentences as silly as possible! 

For a challenge, try to classify each verb: Is it an action verb or a being verb? Write an “A” above all the action verbs and a “B” above all the being verbs.  

The armadillo 


 the car.



      
   (verb)

A 


 ran up the tree.


(noun)

Twelve 

 jumped on the wagon and 

 it over the hill.


      (noun)




        (verb)



, the tallest person I know, 

 very fast.

    (noun)




        (verb)

Fred 

 the rabbit. He was hungry for 


.

        (verb)






(noun)

Phil 

 sad. His 

 

.

        (verb)

       (noun)
     (verb)



 loves to travel. 

 is his favorite 


.

    (noun)


        (noun)


  (noun)

A red 


 tried to climb the hill but 

 instead.



(noun)




        (verb)

Chickens 

 tractors. Their 

 can’t reach the pedals.


        (verb)


       (noun)



Lesson 2: Verbs
Student Activity Sheet

· Name That Verb

Fill out the chart below by placing a check mark in the correct column for each verb in the left column. We’ve given you a couple of examples to help get you started.

	Verb
	Action Verb
	Being Verb

	jogs
	
	

	am
	
	(

	swam
	
	

	hunted
	
	

	was
	
	

	had been
	
	

	writes
	
	

	grins
	(
	

	will be
	
	

	exploded
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VERB /’vərb/  Verbs are words that express actions, occurrences, or modes of being. Verbs form the predicate of a sentence and can be inflected for agreement with the subject, for tense, for voice, for mood, or for aspect.








