Lesson 1: Nouns
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Teaching Instruction:

A noun is a person, place, or thing. As the most basic of the building blocks of speech, nouns are the first words that most children learn (Mama, Papa, dog, cat). 

Ask your children to think of examples of various types of nouns: people (Uncle Gary, brother), places (Denver, city), or things (skateboard, baseball). Children will naturally tend to concentrate on things they can see, feel, hear, and touch. When they’re ready, discuss the “invisible” nouns with them. Remind them that the category “things” is very broad, including such “things” as ideas, concepts, or feelings (love, faith, freedom).

Once your children demonstrate a basic understanding of nouns, explain to them that nouns come in three types: proper nouns, common nouns, and pronouns. We will cover pronouns in future lessons. For now, just concentrate on the difference between proper and common nouns. Proper nouns are specific names (Seth, Uncle Phil, Indianapolis); common nouns are the general kind of thing that proper nouns refer to (boy, man, city).
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In A Nutshell:

Noun = person, place, thing, or idea
Proper noun = specific name

Common noun = general kind of thing that a proper noun names

Application:

Choose several activities to do over the course of the week to reinforce what you’ve taught your children about nouns:

· Pull out your Grammar Rock DVD and watch A Noun Is A Person Place Or Thing. 

· Feel free to watch it multiple times over the course of the week. 

· If your children like to sing, help them memorize the song. 

· Grab the remote and quiz them along the way. Just hit the “pause” button and ask them to name all the nouns they can see on the screen at any particular time.

· Have you ever played “I Spy” with your children? If so, you’ve been practicing nouns with them already. Play variations of the game with your children to help them identify nouns. For example, focus on nouns that begin with the letter “A,” then continue with the rest of the alphabet. For a challenge, have your children spot only proper or common nouns.

· Go on a Noun Scavenger Hunt. Take a walk around your house or yard. Pay close attention to everything you see. You’re looking for as many nouns as you can possibly find. What do you see? A book? A table? A tree? These are all nouns. When you’re done, write down as many nouns as you can remember on Side A of the Lesson 1: Nouns Student Activity Sheet. When you’re finished, try to classify each noun: Is it a common noun or a proper noun? Did you see your dog Rusty? (proper noun) A toothbrush? (common noun) Circle all of the proper nouns. 

· Complete the Noun Matrix on Side B of the Lesson 1: Nouns Student Activity Sheet. We designed the Noun Matrix to give your children practice with nouns by asking them to focus on people, places, and things with which they’re familiar. This matrix can be done independently or as a fun family activity. You can even use it as a guide to review orally throughout the week.

Here is what a completed Noun Matrix might look like:

	Category
	Common Noun
	Proper Noun

	A PERSON in your home
	sister
	Maggie

	The PLACE where you live
	city
	Bainbridge

	Your favorite THING
	game
	Monopoly

	A PERSON you’d like to meet
	athlete
	Peyton Manning

	A PLACE you’d like to go
	ocean
	Atlantic Ocean

	A THING you wear
	shoe
	Nike

	A PERSON you saw yesterday
	mailman
	Rodney

	A PLACE you went yesterday
	library
	Library of Congress

	A THING in your house
	book
	Johnny Tremain
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· Noun Scavenger Hunt

It’s time to go on a Noun Scavenger Hunt! Take a walk around your house or yard. Pay close attention to everything you see. You’re looking for as many nouns as you can possibly find. What do you see? A book? A table? A tree? These are all nouns. When you’re done, write down as many nouns as you can remember on the lines below. 

Feel up to a challenge? Try to classify each noun you wrote below. Is it a common noun or a proper noun? Did you see your neighbor Lucy? (proper noun) A leaf? (common noun) Circle all of the proper nouns.  
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· Noun Matrix

Fill out the Noun Matrix below with proper and common nouns that fit the categories. We’ve given you a couple of examples to help get you started.

	Category
	Common Noun
	Proper Noun

	A PERSON in your home
	sister
	

	The PLACE where you live
	
	

	Your favorite THING
	
	

	A PERSON you’d like to meet
	
	


	A PLACE you’d like to go
	
	

	A THING you wear
	
	Nike

	A PERSON you saw yesterday
	
	

	A PLACE you went yesterday
	
	

	A THING in your house
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NOUN /’naůn/  A noun is the part of speech that names people, places, things, or ideas. Nouns come in three forms. Proper nouns are names; common nouns are the general kinds of things that proper nouns name; pronouns are used in place of proper and common nouns.








