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CRITICAL THINKING ACTIVITIES


Reviewer: Karla Cook





PRODUCT AUTHOR OR PUBLISHER: Dale Seymour & Ed Beardslee


PRICE: $17.50 for each of 3 books





APPROPRIATE AGE RANGE OR READING LEVEL: 3 levels: Grades K-3, 4-6, 7-12





What is included in this product?  


Each book is a large (8.5x11”) PB approx. 174 pp. Permission is granted for reproduction for “classroom use.” The books are “blackline masters”. Answer key is included in the back of the book.





Any special requirements necessary for using/teaching this product:  No.





Give a 4-5 sentence description (or bullet points) of the goals or concepts this product teaches …


“This book presents activities to help students develop their thinking and problem-solving skills. Mathematics curriculum specialists have identified from ten to fifteen strategies that can help students solve nonroutine math problems. Often students may need to use more than one strategy to arrive at the solution for a given problem. Some of these strategies require that students use skills such as thinking visually, recognizing patterns, using logical reasoning, and doing organized counting—all of which are elements of critical thinking in mathematics… This book concentrates on three specific types of thinking skills: patterns, imagery, and logic. If students are to become successful problem solvers, they need to become good critical thinkers at the same time.”





How do you fit this into a school day/how do you schedule this product:   


“As a supplement to a regular textbook this book provides materials that can be used in a variety of ways to introduce, reinforce, and elaborate on specific critical thinking skills.”





We usually do 1-3 pages several times a week before we start our “regular” math. Some pages are even suitable for the children to work on as they listen to read-alouds… particularly the patterns and imagery pages.





How much parental involvement?  How much student time required at each session?


Parents will need to read instructions to very young students.  Time requirements could be very flexible. The book advises “teachers” to spend time discussing and brainstorming possible approaches to the solution.





Name two or three things you feel it is important for customers to know about this product before they purchase?


The age range listed is exactly that: a range. A kindergartener will usually not be mature enough to do all of the worksheets in the first book, but will certainly be able to handle some of them, and more as (s)he matures. A third grader, of course, probably could handle the whole book.

















