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BASTIEN PIANO BASICS SERIES


Reviewer: Karla Cook





PRODUCT AUTHOR OR PUBLISHER: James Bastien


PRICE: $6.45 each piano book, $4.95 each theory book





APPROPRIATE AGE RANGE OR READING LEVEL: ages 7-11





What is included in this product?  


There are 5 piano lesson books and 5 corresponding music theory workbooks. They could be used independently of each other. For example, a student could learn to play the piano with just the piano books, without doing the theory. Or if the family didn’t own a piano, the student could learn the basics of how to read music with just the theory books. However, these materials will be most effective if used together.





Any special requirements necessary for using/teaching this product:


A piano is necessary for the piano lesson books. An electronic keyboard would also work.





Give a 4-5 sentence description (or bullet points) of the goals or concepts this product teaches …


This is a series of piano lesson books with corresponding music theory workbooks. Students will learn to play the piano and read music. The books are very appealing with easy-to-understand charts and diagrams, and colorful cartoon illustrations. The piano lesson books contain teaching tips and the music for songs that the student learns to play on the piano. The theory books are actually workbooks the student writes in as (s)he is learning to read music.





How do you fit this into a school day/how do you schedule this product:   


Probably the best way to use this product is as if it were traditional piano lessons. A 30-minute teaching session once a week, with students practicing at least 30 minutes a day.





How much parental involvement?  How much student time required at each session?


The catalog says, “Students use this series to teach themselves.” However, I think it is helpful to have the “formal” lesson where the parent sits down at the piano with the child once a week, to monitor progress and help set goals for the week—songs to practice and pages to do in the theory workbook. The catalog also says, “Virtually no parental knowledge or skill required.” The books are written clearly enough that I believe this is true, although it is hard for me to say for sure since I have had piano lessons and music theory classes myself.





Name two or three things you feel it is important for customers to know about this product before they purchase?


If the parent has never had piano lessons or learned to read music I would encourage them to plan to learn along with the children.

















